After having obtained his PhD in 1993, he became a full professor. He had a great passion for mountain climbing, being a master of the sport since his youth, and he climbed several mountains successfully. In 1988 he was a member of a group of five mountaineers that reached the top of Peak "7495", the highest peak of the former Soviet Union and also the highest point of Tajikistan.
Alexander published several books and many papers in scientific journals on design, kinematics, dynamics, and history of mechanisms. Several inventions and machine designs bear his name.
Starting in the 1990s, Alexander had participated enthusiastically in the activities of IFToMM (International Federation for the Promotion of Mechanism and Machine Science). Golovin (1939 Golovin ( -2013 and he contributed to all symposia on HMMS. In 2007 along with Valentin Tarabarin, he published a book in the Springer series on HMMS on the impressive collection of models of mechanisms that the Bauman School possesses. With his help we discovered several aspects of the rich Russian history on mechanical engineering: he passed on to us his enthusiasm for models of mechanisms and also for discovering hidden parts of the history of mechanisms. He was one of the most active members of the Permanent Commission for History of MMS by participating directly with his students and collaborators at all the initiatives of the commission: events, meetings, and editorial works. Highly regarded, he was presented with a special Springer Award at the IFToMM World Congress 2011 in Guanajuato (Mexico).
Alexander was not only an excellent engineer, but also a wonderful human being. He was very cooperative, and he organized several visits of students and scholars between Russia and western Europe. IFToMM needs people like Alexander Golovin. That is why the Executive Council of IFToMM had decided to give Alexander the Dedicated Service Award. Unfortunately, he passed away before it could be presented to him.
We will miss him.
